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The purpose of this course is to provide you with a good overview of the key ideas and major research questions in the study of social movements. We will review the literature on both movement emergence
 and growth: In situations of extreme deprivation or significant discontent, why might there be no protest movements? Why do some emergent movements stay weak, only obtaining the support of small numbers 
of people? What dynamics affect a growing protest movement, risking its vitality? Who tends to join social movements? These questions will be approached both in a general manner and applied to specific social movements.
The first task will be to cover the leading theories within the field of social movements. We will examine the major tenets of contemporary theoretical perspectives, with emphasis on the Resource Mobilization, Political Process, Framing, & New Social Movements or Collective Identity perspectives. Then using these perspectives and their various concepts, we will explore a variety of social movements. 
Major learning outcome: The primary goal of the course is for students to become familiar with how sociologists analyze social movements and to develop their own ability to reflect on social movement dynamics, past and present, through a sociological lens. 

Disability Statement: UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. They need to formally request that the ODA send their instructors a letter of accommodation. Then please follow up with me during office hours to begin a private discussion regarding specific course needs. While you may request accommodations at any time, ideally ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid a delay in implementation. For additional information, see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu.
Classroom Civility: I strive to create an atmosphere of civility within the classroom. While you may disagree with comments made by others, please do so in a civil manner.  Students engaging in uncivil behavior may be asked to leave the classroom and their behavior reported to the Dean of Students. For the Code of Student Conduct, visit this link:  deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 

Academic Integrity: The University is built upon a foundation of academic integrity. All members of the university community have a responsibility to be honest and the right to expect honesty from others. Cheating or assisting another student in cheating on an exam or writing assignment is an academic-integrity violation. Also, the use of online merchants to purchase written papers or to solicit the significant editing or re-writing of a paper is an academic-integrity violation. 


Be careful to avoid plagiarism in the film reflection papers required in this course. You will submit both papers through the Canvas portal of this course, and they will be vetted by Turnitin plagiarism-detection software. Any quoted material must be put within quotation marks, with an embedded citation noting the author, year, and page # of the source. Even when paraphrasing, be sure to cite the source of any ideas borrowed from others and be careful that your paraphrasing is not too close to a quotation: That is, changing a few words in a sentence that otherwise would be a quote risks being flagged by Turnitin. Much of the value of writing papers is to learn how to convey your thoughts using words original to you. 

Required books (may be purchased through the bookstore or online)
Branch, Taylor. 2013. The King Years: Historic Moments in the Civil Rights Movement.  Simon & 
     Schuster. Paperback, ISBN: 9781451662467

Staggenborg, Suzanne. 2016. Social Movements. Oxford U. Press. Paperback, ISBN:  9780199363599.

Assigned articles: Uploaded to the Canvas course shell. 

Attendance & Participation: Students are expected to attend class regularly, and there is usually a close correlation between attendance and performance on exams. Typically, students who chronically miss class earn lower grades on the exams. 
   
Graded work: 
 
· Exams: There will be four exams, each worth 100 points and each having a mix of multiple choice, true/false, and short essay questions that cover the assigned readings, videos, and lecture materials. 
   Make-up exam policy: No make-ups will be scheduled without an official school-excused absence or documentation of illness. All make-ups must be taken within one week of the regular exam date unless granted an exception due to unusual circumstances. 


· Film reflection papers: All students are required to submit two film reflection papers. There are five assigned documentaries/films in this course that provide you with the opportunity to write a film-reflection paper. While you must watch all four of the films to prepare for class discussion and for exam questions, you are free to choose any two of these films for the purposes of writing film-reflection papers. The purpose of the papers is to hone your social movement analysis skills
     Each of the two film reflection papers is worth 25 points (total points: 50). The earned points on each paper will reflect writing quality and the quality of your film analysis using at least one major social movement concept or perspective.  The due dates are identified in the course calendar section of the syllabus; no late papers will be accepted. 
    Instructions: Papers should be 3-4 double-spaced, typed pages (Times Roman 12, 1” margins) and completed papers should be uploaded via Canvas so that they can be checked by Turnitn plagiarism detection software. Each paper should begin with a short heading in which you provide your name & the film title. The short length of the papers makes an exhaustive film analysis impossible. Instead, select one or two issues covered by the film and discuss them through the lens of at least one concept or tenet of the Resource Mobilization, Political Process, or Framing perspectives. 

Course grade determination: All grades will be posted in Canvas. The exams are worth 100 points each, or 400 points total. The film reflection papers are worth 25 points each, or a total of 50 points. Your final grade will be determined by how many of the maximum 450 points you earn. For example, if you were to earn 90 points on each of the four exams and a 20 on both film response papers, s/he would earn 400 points out of the maximum 450. This equates to a course average of 89. Final grades will likely be assigned on a traditional grade scale: A= 90-100; B= 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F= below 60. However, I will make the final decision about curving after computing the final course grade distribution at the end of the semester. 
COURSE SCHEDULE/ASSIGNMENTS
SECTION 1:  Social Movement Theories & Methods
W, 1/18
Distribution/discussion of syllabus
                         
M, 1/23
Topic: Defining social movements; their significance 



Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 1




W, 1/25
Topic: Brief overview of contemporary social movement (SM) theories


Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 2: 14-27
M, 1/30
Topic: A closer look at Resource Mobilization theory


Reading: Resource Mobilization hand-out in Canvas  (print & bring to class)


Small group in-class activity: Exploring a SM with Resource Mobilization theory 
W, 2/1

Topic: A closer look at Political Process theory 


Reading: Political Process hand-out in Canvas (print & bring to class)
Small group in-class activity: Exploring a SM with Political Process theory 

M, 2/6

Topic: A closer look at Framing theory



Reading: Framing hand-out in Canvas (print & bring to class)
Small group in-class activity: Exploring a SM with Framing theory 

W, 2/8
 
Topic: Major SM research questions & methods
Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 3: 31-53

M, 2/13
Topic: Research methods (continued)


Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 3: 53-56



Small group in-class activity: Designing a SM research project

W, 2/15
EXAM 1


SECTION 2: Case Study—The U.S.  Civil Rights Movement 
M, 2/20
Topic:  U.S. Civil Rights Movement: Timing of emergence
Reading:  Staggenborg, chapter 4

W, 2/22 
Topic: Challenging educational segregation
Required out-of-class streaming video for in-class small group discussion: 
Fighting Back, 1957-1962 (Eyes on the Prize series); accessed via UNT Media Library; click on “FIND IT: Connect to online video” 
Focus of small-group discussion: Contrast the national and state/local political opportunity facing the Civil Rights Movement’s effort to integrate schools. 

Film reflection paper opportunity: Re-read instructions on pg. 2 of syllabus; if you choose this for one of your film reflection papers, upload paper via Canvas BEFORE class meeting on 2/22. 
M, 2/27
Topic: Early insurgency & the city bus boycotts of the 1950s





Reading:  Taylor Branch, The King Years: pg. 5 - 12

W, 3/1

Topic:  Sit-ins, Freedom Rides, & the March on Washington


Reading: Branch, The King Years: pg. 13 - 40 & 59 - 68
Required out-of-class streaming video for in-class small group discussion: 
Ain’t Scared of Your Jails, 1960 (Eyes on the Prize series); accessed via UNT Media Library—click on “FIND IT: Connect to online video” 
Focus of small-group discussion: Discuss the strategic framing undergirding the sit-in and freedom rides campaigns. What was the key to the success of those campaigns?
 
Film reflection paper opportunity: If you choose this for one of your film reflection papers, upload paper via Canvas BEFORE class meeting on 3/1. 
M, 3/6

Topic: Freedom Summer, 1964; the Albany, Birmingham, & Selma campaigns  

Reading: Branch, The King Years: pg. 41-58, 69-102, & 113-122
Required out-of-class streaming video for in-class small group discussion: 
Mississippi: Is This America? (Eyes on the Prize series); accessed via UNT Media Library) 
Focus of small-group discussion: Discuss the national, state, and local political opportunity that affected the dynamics of the Civil Rights Movement’s activities in Mississippi. 

Film reflection paper opportunity: If you choose this for one of your film reflection papers, upload paper via Canvas BEFORE class meeting on 3/6. 
W, 3/8

Topic: The decline of the 1960s Civil Rights Movement 
Reading: Branch, The King Years: pg. 123-184
SPRING BREAK


M, 3/20
Topic: The Civil Rights Movement today 
Homework assignment for in-class small discussion group: Peruse the following two websites: blacklivesmatter.com & UnidosUS.org (previously the Nat’l Council of La Raza). Be prepared to discuss the issues at the forefront of these SMOs/advocacy groups and their diagnostic and strategic frames.  

W, 3/22
EXAM #2
SECTION 3: 
Exploring Other Movements [Articles are in Canvas Readings Module]


M, 3/27 
Topic: Historical Women’s Movement—the Suffrage & Birth Control SMs
Required streaming: YouTube video clip: “Margaret Sanger and the Birth Control Movement & Women in the 1920s”


W, 3/29
Topic: The Modern Women’s Movement 
Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 5



M, 4/3  
Topic: The LGBT Movement



Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 6
Required out-of-class streaming video for in-class small group discussion: “The Freedom to Marry”; accessed via UNT Media Library—click on “FIND IT: Connect to online video” 
Focus of small-group discussion: This documentary focused on the gay rights movement’s legal fight for the right to marry. Discuss this film through the lens of the concepts of diagnostic & strategic framing and political opportunity.
Film reflection paper opportunity: If you choose this for one of your film reflection papers, upload paper via Canvas BEFORE class meeting on 4/3. 

W, 4/5

Topic: The Labor Movement: A historical overview; contemporary labor campaigns
Reading: “Justice for Janitors in Los Angeles” (Canvas) and YouTube short video clip, “Inside the fight for $15 minimum wage” 

M, 4/10
Topic: The Environmental Movement
Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 7

W, 4/12
Topic: The Environmental Justice Movement


Reading: Bullard, “Dismantling Environmental Racism” (Canvas)
M, 4/17 
EXAM #3
SECTION 4:  Conservative Movement campaigns--Articles are in Canvas Readings Module]
W, 4/19
Topic: Counter-mobilization to the Women’s Movement 

Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 8: 147-150 & “Defining Women’s Interests,” p.154-155
M, 4/24
Topic: Anti-Gay Rights Movement



Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 8: “Antigay Campaigns” section, p. 155-158


In-class DVD viewing: Ballot Measure 9
W, 4/26
Topic: The Pro-life Movement 
Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 8: “The Abortion Conflict”, p. 150-153
Required out-of-class streaming: Trapped (accessed via UNT Media Library) 
Focus of small group discussion: Discuss Trapped using the concepts of strategic framing 
and political opportunity.

Film reflection paper opportunity: If you choose this for one of your film reflection papers, upload paper via Canvas BEFORE class meeting on 4/26. 
M, 5/1

Topic: Anti-Environmental Activism


Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 8: “Antienvironmental campaigns” section, p. 158-162
Required out-of-class streaming: “Frontline: The Power of Big Oil, Episode 1: Denial”; click on Find It: Connect to online video
Small group discussion: Discuss the Frontline episode using the concepts of diagnostic framing and political opportunity.

LAST film reflection paper opportunity: If you choose this for one of your film reflection papers, upload paper via Canvas BEFORE class meeting on 5/1

W, 5/3

Topic: Countering Civil Rights Movement Initiatives—Targeting School Integration
Reading: “The New Secession” in Canvas


Small group in-class class activity

M, 5/8

Topic: Countering Civil Rights Movement initiatives—Targeting Affirmative Action



Reading: Staggenborg, “Anti-Affirmative Action Ballot Initiatives” in Canvas


W, 5/10
Topic: “New Right” Social Movement Organizations



Reading: Staggenborg, chapter 8: 137-146 
EXAM #4: This is NOT a cumulative exam. It only covers material in the final section of the course.
It will be given during our allotted final exam time slot on Monday, May 8, 1:30-3:30.
Note: I do not get to select the final exam schedule. This is the domain of the Registrar. Please note day/time of the final exam because it is your responsibility to take this information into account when making flight arrangements or other plans.  I will not grant any requests for exceptions, unless the Registrar’s Office staff contacts me due to a student having multiple final exams on the same day. 
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